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charged with sums varying from 4^. to is. %d. In that yea*
the penny rate was accepted, and by 1842 the number of letters
sent through the post had tripled itself. A few years later the
increase had grown so great that a handsome and ever-growing
profit was realized. The first penny letters were obliged to be
despatched in government envelopes covered with an elaborate
pictorial design, but after a few months the much more con-
venient adhesive postage stamp was invented, and superseded
completely the older plan (1841). The electric telegraph started
as a practical scheme about three years later than the
Pennv Post *fc was originally worked by private
companies, not by the government post-office. In
1843 the first line was built, covering the twenty miles between
Paddington and Slough. Seven years later the network of poles
and wires covered the whole kingdom ; and in 1851 the first
submarine cable was laid from Dover to Calais. It is almost
impossible for us to conceive the change made in everyday
life by the introduction of these cheap and quick methods of
communication. The only thing that can be said against them
is that they have killed the ancient and elegant art of descriptive
letter-writing as practised by our grandfathers.

Any account of the first half of the nineteenth century which
omitted to notice its extraordinary fertility in literature of the
highest class would be very incomplete.     No
Per*oci in English history shows such a cluster of

of the nine- great names; none save the Elizabethan age
tury.th Cen" deserves to be named along with it. The period
before the great French war had been a singularly
dull one ; only a few writers like Burns, Sheridan, Cowper, and
Burke had given promise of the great outburst that was at
hand. But the generation which grew to manhood in the
stress of the struggle, or was bora while it was still in progress,
seems to have gathered inspiration from the general stir and
tumult, intellectual and pot'tical, of the times. Even those
whose range of topics lay among subjects which did not at